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Brainstorm Your Idea
Before writing sentences about your idea, it can be helpful to get a blank page and write down 
all the things that come to mind about your idea. A lot of what you write down won’t end up 
being written into your proposal, but the process of brainstorming will help you to think about 
a wide variety of things.

Write Out the Proposal Sections
Most proposals will require writing responses to five important sections: what, why, when, 
where and who. You will probably be able to find most of the answers to these sections on 
your brainstorming page. If there is a section that’s hard to write, it might be because you 
need to think through that section some more.  

Get an Outside Perspective
You are probably excited about your idea and might not be thinking about it in the same way 
that someone else will. It is helpful to get a mentor teacher, or another student leader to read 
your proposal and give you their feedback. They might notice something about your idea that 
you haven’t thought of. 

Present the Proposal
If you are ready to present the proposal to the teacher who will make a decision, think about 
the best way to give it to them. Another teacher could give you a suggestion about this. They 
might suggest that you print a copy and submit it in an envelope, or perhaps email it, or even 
request a meeting to personally talk through the proposal.

Make Changes if Necessary
If you are ready to present the proposal to the teacher who will make a decision, think about 
the best way to give it to them. Another teacher could give you a suggestion about this. They 
might suggest that you print a copy and submit it in an envelope, or perhaps email it, or even 
request a meeting to personally talk through the proposal.

HOW TO PREPARE AND PRESENT A WRITTEN PROPOSAL

Writing out a proposal prevents you from getting too excited about your idea that you hastily ask for permis-
sion without properly thinking the idea through. Your proposal doesn’t need to be a long document, but you 
don’t want to rush writing it or you might also skip past something that needs more thought and attention. 

The following five step will help you plan out the writing of your proposal. These steps can be used by one 
leader wanting to raise their idea with a team, or by a team of leaders wanting to raise their idea with the 
school decision makers. 

STEP 1

STEP 3

STEP 2

STEP 4

STEP 5

BRINGING YOUR IDEA TO LIFE

Writing out a proposal prevents you from getting too excited about your idea that you hastily ask for 
permission without properly thinking the idea through. Your proposal doesn’t need to be a long document, 
but you don’t want to rush writing it or you might also skip past something that needs more thought and 
attention. 

The following five steps will help you plan out the writing of your proposal. These steps can be used by 
one leader wanting to raise their idea with a team, or by a team of leaders wanting to raise their idea with 
the school decision makers. 

HOW TO PREPARE AND PRESENT A 
WRITTEN PROPOSAL

It’s quite common for a teacher to hold off on giving permission for an idea straight away. Be open-

minded about changing part of your idea and offer to re-write sections of the proposal so that it 

accommodates the reservations or suggestions of the teacher making the final decision.
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the meal.  There always seems to be room for dessert, but the healthy vegetable side
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This advice has been sourced from GRIP Leadership, the premier trainers of student leaders in Australia and New Zealand. 
The annual GRIP Student Leadership Conference is held in over 50 towns and cities. For details or dates, locations and 
the conference content visit www.gripleadership.com   

the meal.  There always seems to be room for dessert, but the healthy vegetable side



Continued on the next page

Friday 19th March was the National Day of Action Against 
Bullying and Violence in Australia. Students at Port 
Noarlunga Primary School (pictured) raised awareness for 
the National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence 
by signing a pledge against bullying and creating some 
chalk artwork.

The artwork illustration shows a chain of students holding 
hands, filled with anti bullying messages. “The students 
were extremely passionate about taking a stand and 
creating a wonderful piece of art” said the school.

STUDENTS SAY BULLYING NO WAY!

After a nationwide search for the next generation of 
inventors, a panel of experts boasting some of Australia’s 
leading innovators deemed Poppy Briggs and Lucy 
Lönnqvist’s ‘Bin It Right’ app the winner of ClickView’s 
‘Aussie Student Inventions that Change the World’ Upper 
Secondary award.

‘Bin It Right’ utilises photo recognition technology to 
identify what rubbish needs to be disposed of in general 
waste, recycling or green waste bins. It’s purpose is to 
facilitate more accurate recycling, reduce landfill and 
decrease pollution.

This accolade is one of several awards Poppy and Lucy 
have claimed for their ‘Bin It Right’ app. In 2019 they 
received the City of Stirling’s ‘Stirling Star Award’ and won 
the ICT Young Explorers state finals competition, which 
led to an invitation to pitch at the Waste and Recycle 
Conference in Sydney, where they later received a $4000 
prize to continue developing the app.

BIN IT RIGHT

studentstudent
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GREAT GREAT 
JOB!JOB!

AMAZING!
AMAZING!

East Hamilton Hill Primary School students received a 
donation of books written by artist Ahn Do. As a thank you 
present, the Yr 6 students decided to paint a portrait of 
Ahn Do and send it to him. Ahn is well known for painting 
portraits on his popular TV show, Ahn’s Brush with Fame.

Year six teacher Helen Bedwood said they were initially 
going to send just a thank you letter, but were inspired to 
do something a bit more out of the box.

“I’d shown them the video of Brush with Fame and we did 
the portrait over four days,” she said.

Ms Bedwood said every student in the class had helped 
bring the portrait to life and each one could point directly 
to which part they had painted.

Chisholm Catholic College was buzzing with colourful 
traditional outfits and excitement as students arrived 
at school to celebrate Harmony Day on Wednesday, 17 
March.

“Harmony Day is when everyone can come together to 
express their individuality, pride and culture,” said Sharon 
Beckett, a Year 11 student at the College.

This sentiment was embraced by students who came 
to school wearing cultural dress that reflected their 
family’s background and heritage, or the colour orange, 
symbolising harmony and diversity.

Students began the day with an assembly. An 
Acknowledgement of Country was followed by a colourful 
procession of proud student flag bearers in cultural dress, 
representing over 27 different countries, before Language 
students and Science Teacher, Mr Nguyen, read prayers 
in languages including English, Noongar, Chinese, Italian, 
Vietnamese and French.

Chisholm Head Girl, Melanie Phan, and Head Boy, Liam 
Hardegen, spoke about the importance of cultural diversity 
and inclusivity within the College community.

“Harmony Day is just another reminder of the basic human 

EAST HAMILTON HILL STUDENTS 
BRUSH WITH FAME

CELEBRATING DIVERSITY FOR 
HARMONY DAY

dignity everyone deserves,” said Liam.

Melanie challenged students to “embrace how diverse 
the Chisholm community is and be proud to be a part of it 
with your own unique features and flavours,”

“Not only today, but every day,”

Students in the Community Relations Committee played 
a video compilation they had created showcasing the 
College’s cultural diversity, and a variety of activities 
including live music kept the festive spirit going throughout 
the day.

Deputy Principal, Nicole Huggins, said “Harmony Day at 
Chisholm is always a visual and powerful reminder of the 
many different cultural backgrounds amongst staff and 
students at our College and how special it is to belong to 
such a respectful and proud community”.



THE POWER OF 
THE PONYTAIL
INSPIRING THE NEXT 
GENERATION OF 
PHILANTHROPISTS

Two of Australia’s biggest social media sensations, Brooke Styles and Sari-Ella Thaiday are working together to inspire 
Australia’s youth to rock the chop and make a difference in the lives of those affected by cancer. 
 
From humble beginnings as a school fundraiser in 2015 held by students at St Margaret’s school, Ponytail Project was 
quickly adopted by students across Queensland, and now the movement is chopping ponytails nationwide – and 2021 is 
bound to be the campaign’s biggest year yet!

Ponytail Project works by asking people to sign up, fundraise and then host a chop event at the school, 
within their local community or even just at home. All funds raised help run Cancer Council’s vital support 
services, lifesaving cancer research projects and educational prevention programs, and ponytails can be 
donated to Sustainable Salons to be turned into wigs for people experiencing hair loss due to medical reasons.  

Brooke Styles is an ambassador for leading 
Australian brands such as Garnier and a 
spokesperson for many issues affecting young 
Australians. Sadly, Brooke has experienced 
the loss of a family member to cancer and will 
therefore be a leading voice in the Ponytail 
Project campaign. 

‘Cancer has impacted my family, so I know 
the value organisations like Cancer Council 
Queensland bring to the many lives who are 
touched by cancer,’ said Ms Styles.
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‘My cousin and I are the same age, and we were close as kids. When we were 12 years old, we found out suddenly that 
she had cancer in her chest. She went through chemo treatment and I watched and felt as it affected our whole family. 
My Mum was cooking dinners to be frozen to take to Brisbane and looking after her younger brother. It’s such a painful 
experience, for everyone involved. 

‘My Grandma has also had breast cancer and my Pop still undergoes treatment for prostate cancer, so for me, it’s about 
creating awareness that anyone can be affected and educating people on the resources that are available if you do or 
someone you know is affected and needs support. The support is there, thanks to campaigns like this.’ 
 
 Sari-Ella Thaiday who represents First Nations communities will be involved in the campaign and is opting to cut her 
ponytail for the cause.  
 
‘I’m happy and proud to take part in supporting the cause because it’s important to recognise and communicate to people, 
especially those who are well and able, that not everyone is blessed with good health,’ said Ms Thaiday. 
 
‘At the end of the day, we’re helping people who are suffering to feel as if they’re not alone, which I think is one of the 
most valuable things a person can do for another. Cutting my ponytail is a good way to show my support and if it makes 
someone feel like they’re not so alone, it’s worth every snip.’ 
 
For more information on the Ponytail Project, please visit, www.ponytailproject.com.au. You can also find out more by 
logging on to Cancer Council Queensland’s YouTube channel and watching videos about why others got involved, tips for 
fundraising and where your money goes. 
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GRIP STUDENT 
LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE

A PRACTICAL AND INTERACTIVE TRAINING DAY HELD IN OVER 100 
TOWNS AND CITIES AROUND AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND

NEW TOPICS EVERY YEAR, FOCUSED ON EQUIPPING STUDENT 
LEADERS WITH SKILLS AND IDEAS THEY CAN PUT INTO 

PRACTICE IN THEIR OWN SCHOOL.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
 gripleadership.com

www.gripleadership.com
www.gripleadership.com


VISIT STUDENT LEADERSHIP NEWS
FOR GREAT IDEAS AND SUCCESS STORIES:

WWW.STUDENTLEADERSHIP.NEWS

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE TO 
OUR PODCAST

OUR PODCAST FEATURES A NUMBER OF SHORT, SHARP SEGMENTS TO HELP STUDENT LEADERS, 
AND TEACHERS WHO WORK WITH STUDENT LEADERS. YOU CAN LISTEN ON THE BUS, IN THE CAR, 
DURING A WALK… ANYWHERE. 

THERE ARE MANY PLATFORMS YOU CAN LISTEN:

ITUNES FACEBOOK PAGE

SLN WEBSITE

CASTBOX

SPOTIFY






